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reaching for a door handle. 

So, what are we doing about 
it? In a recent survey by the Wa- 
ter Quality and Health Council, 
Americans come clean; we're not 
doing much. 

Despite constant warnings 
from health officials and a recent 
"Risk Analysis" study showing 
a 31 percent chance of infection 
through hand contact with con- 
taminated surfaces, few Ameri- 
cans frequently clean the public 
surfaces they use. 

In fact, as opposed to wiping 
down the surfaces they come in 
contact with, a whopping 42 per- 
cent of Americans are opting to 
avoid public spaces. 

But staying home isn't the 
answer. Taking control of your 
environment is. 

"Knowing that flu viruses 
can live on inanimate surfaces 
for hours or even days should 
motivate people to take personal 
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responsibility to protect them- 
selves," said Dr. Chris Wiant, 
chair of the Water Quality and 
Health Council. "This means dis- 
infecting surfaces, when feasible, 
using disinfecting wipes or chlo- 
rine bleach - especially at home 
and at work - as well as washing 
your hands and practicing good 
personal hygiene habits." 

"Contacting school adminis- 
trators, office managers and even 
health club managers will help 
you understand their cleaning and 
disinfecting protocol and how you 
can better safeguard against the 
flu," he added. 

To help people prevent the 
spread of H1N1, The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recommends keeping sur- 
faces clean by wiping them down 
with a disinfectant according to 
the directions on the product 
label. 

In addition to cleaning sur- 
faces, the CDC advises: 

* Cover your nose and mouth 
with a tissue when you cough or 
sneeze. Throw the tissue in the 
trash after use. If you don't have 
a tissue, cough or sneeze into 
your elbow or shoulder, not into 
your hands. 

* Wash your hands often with 
soap and water. If soap and water 
aren't available, use an alcohol- 
based hand rub. 

* Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose or mouth. Germs spread 
this way. 

* If you are sick with flu-like 
illness, stay home for at least 24 
hours after your fever is gone 
except to get medical care or for 
other necessities. Stay away from 
others as much as possible to 
keep from making them sick. 

For more information on how 
to prevent the spread of H1N1 
through surface disinfection, visit 
www.fluandhealth.com. 

This Holiday's 
Most-Wanted 
Gift? Cash! 

It's easy to shop for, makes a 
great last-minute present and fits 
in your pocket. Best of all, every- 
body is happy receiving it. 

Cash is the perfect gift, and 
most consumers dream of getting 
green for the holidays, accord- 
ing to a new survey by Western 
Union. 

A clear majority (56 percent) 
would rather receive $100 in cash 
than either a gift card from a store 
or a present of equal value. 

Of those respondents who 
would prefer receiving cash, 45 
percent said they would likely 
apply it toward basic necessities 
like gasoline and groceries. That 
is more than double the number 
who would spend it on treats and 
three times those who would save 
or invest this "found money." 

In this economy people tend to 
not spend money on extravaganc- 
es, even when money comes to 
them unexpectedly, say experts. 
This season it's all about staying 
on top of everyday family living 
expenses. 

And as far as sending gifts, 
many consumers consider the 
extra cost to wrap and ship gifts 
to be too expensive. 

Although many people sur- 
veyed prefer cash over a spe- 
cific gift, this holiday season has 
yielded some surprises. 

Think older people cling to 
the nostalgia of unwrapping gifts 
while the younger generation 
prefers to take the money and 
run? Think again. 

According to the new surveys, 
Americans aged 18 to 24 are the 
most likely to prefer receiving a 
specific present over cash or a gift 
card, while those 65 and older are 
the least likely. 
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BPECCIA 15X12 WOCE 1291.2 1291.2 S2 40/SF J1.20/SF 

BRECCIA 19X19 SAWD 2851.2 2851.2 $2.60/SF J130/SF 

?F?SC"lft 19u19 NOCS 4173 85^TV) 

HERITAGE 20X20 BEIGE 893 08 893 08 J225/SF 95</SF 

HERITAGE 20X20 WOCE 290.52 290 52 S2 25/SF ,954/SF 

PATIO 13X13 GREY 393408 393407 $2 00/SF 80«/SF 

PETRIFIED 12X12 

MOSAIC 
WOOD 550.8 550.8 J16.00/SF J5.50/SF 

TERRA 18X18 COPPER 32046 320.46 $2.25/SF 99«/SF 

TERRA 18X18 BR0WZE 56462 56462 J2.25/SF 99*/SF 

TUMBLED STOWE 

fXt BLAMCO 1620 1330 95*/PC 40*/PC 

TUMBLED STOWE 

fXt WOCE 630 630 .95«/PC 40«/PC 

Eagle Lake Primary 
Pre-K: Owin Aguilar, Re- 

becca Andel, Dylan Casanova, 
Hynesy Hernandez, Desire Max- 
ie, Ty'Vone Whitehead, Caleb 
Wright, Vanessa Marquez, Rael- 
onn Stovall, Miguel Vital. 

Kindergarten: Toby Beard, 
Brooklyn Cranek, Jeremiah Paige, 
Devan Parker, Denim Shropshire, 
Sarah Avila, Er'Dashyia Blunt- 
son, Leila Davila, Justice Starks, 
Abrie Flores, Morgan Machac, 
Blake Sandlin, Fabian Agujlar, 
Bryce Korhonen, Aliyah Pinales, 
Andrew Reyes, Zane Supak, Se- 
bastian Vasquez. 

First: Arianna Austin, Jer- 
emiah Callis, Allyssa Cano, Eve- 
rardo Esquivel, Jr., Juan Guer- 
rero, Jr., Jonathan Holm, Aleena 
Kuykendall, Lorenzo Llanos, 
Aylin Reyes, Jer'Laeshia Stovall, 
Michael Toriz, David Wise, Jr., 
Kevin Earls, III, Samantha Fer- 
guson, TeTvyon Johnson, Amerie 
Melendez, McKinzey Otradovsky, 
Dominick Pinales, Cecilio Reyes, 
Zachary Cardenas, Ahlura Foster, 
Isabella Miller, Jacobo Robles, 
Daniel Zepeda, Hailey Arriaga, 
Erick Barboza, Timothy Crume, 
n, Lilonna Curry, Diamond Flores, 
Gael Muro, Miguel Samaniego, 
Jr., Luis Samaniego-Leyva. 

Second: Joshua Austin, Sindi 
Campos, William Lujan, Ja'Merril 
Tillman, Dominique Zapalac, 
Josue Bernal, Jr., Megan Gonza- 
les, Araceli Hernandez, Joshua 
Kelley, Elizik Martinez, Madison 
Vasquez, Carlos Arriaga, Jr., Ian 
Hargrove, Bre-Aunti Hemphill, 
Joel Hernandez, Teyana Hernan- 
dez, John Lewis, Destiny Navarro, 
Jacob Ramirez, Dominick San- 
chez, Ke'Von Sims, Jakob Supak, 
John Carey, Ralph Castillo, Jr., 
Jazae Finley, Cole George, Dion 
Hawkins, Chloe Johnson, Patrick 
Lane. 

Third: Allazae Alameda, 
Er'Detric Bluntson, Ethan Du- 
lany, Nazja Fields, La'Tavia John- 
son, Christian Lares, Da'Veiyan 
Melendez, Stephen Aguilar, Adri- 
an Espinosa, Roydrea Fields, 
Darren Gentry, Damion Holm, 
Elicio Martinez, Robert Moreida, 
Jr., Eulises Samaniego, Maria 
Samaniego-Leyva, Jonathan Agu- 
ilar, Jr., Rodrigo Becerra, Hector 
Flores, Jr., Daviana Henderson, 
Larry Henderson, Shaundreya 
Hurd, Soyla Carrillo, Joseph Cas- 
tillo, Adrian Flores, Jr., Elizabeth 
Palomares, Bryan Stovall, Jr., 
Geovanrii Vazquez. 

Eagle Lake Intermediate 
Fourth grade: Julian Bar- 

boza, Daniel Belmares, Jasmine 
Cadriel, Daniel Carias, Jr., Hai- 
derman Carias, Joseph Casa- 
rez, Angela Castillo, Desmond 
Davidson, Jr., Jose Dela Garza, 
Rafael Escobar, Viantae Fields, 
Larencia Foster, Sierra Fry, 
Maria Garay, Abel Gomez, Jer- 
emy Gonzales, Zaida Gonzales, 
Jackelyn Gracia, Alexus Grounds, 
Rolondrea Hemphill, Citlali Her- 
nandez, Terra Jones, De'Vantrey 

Kuykendall, Kalen Lowe, Araseli 
Marquez, Cristopher Martinez- 
Anguiano, Kane Meza, Shanice 
Nichols, Charles Ochoa, Landon 
Otradovsky, Destinee Reyes, Je- 
nessa Richardson, Daniel Robles, 
Alyssa Romero, Orvil Ruvalcaba, 
Jr., Jacob Sanchez, Simon Suarez, 
Keiev Thompson, Ashley Tor- 
res, Steve Torrez, Jr., Summer 
Zarate. 

Fifth grade: Jaquarry Allen, 
Mariah Alvarado, Caitlin Ambeau, 
Keian Austin, Gabriel Belmares, 
Maritza Bernal-Zapata, Julianna 
Castillo, Miranda Castillo, Omar 
Cortez, Lucio Davila, Jr., Aarion 
Denley, Arik Escamilla, Javier 
Esquivel, Samia Flowers, Manuel 
Fuentes, Jr., Damara Gentry, 
Collin George, DaJeon Hargrove, 
Larry Hawkins, Marvin Kelley, 
IV, Samantha Lemus, Chelsea 
Llanos, Sarah Lopez, Hernan 
Martinez, Jayce Noska, Abril 
Posada, Ariel Quenneville, Jason 
Rodriguez, Jraveric Roy, Jaime 
Samaniego, Jr., Kieran Schmidt, 
Marissa Serna, Mickayla Sosa, 
Irene Vargas, J Toria Wright, 
John Wright, Fabian Zapata. 

Sixth grade: Tiffany Beard, 
Berenice Belman, Alondra Castil- 
lo, Bruno Castillo, Nathan Cranek, 
Arturo Esquivel, Yessenia Gon- 
zalez, Arlesia Henderson, Ariel 
Hernandez, Meakayla Hodges, 
Billie Lecomte, Maricruz Palo- 
mares, Genevieve Quenneville, 
Elizabeth Samaniego, Jeffrey 
Samaniego, Mikaela Samaniego, 
Lorena Sanchez, Londa Sewell, 
Jessenia Soria, Jesus Vargas, 
Bobby Zapalac. 

Rice Junior High 
Seventh grade: Jonathan 

Blair, Tallon Canaris, Jei^Corey 
Cavit, Oleatha Coleman, Kenneth 
Colson, Jr., Alejandro Fernandez, 
Yesnely Flores, Brian Francis, 
Ronnie Fry, Jr., Jordan Garner, 
Ricardo Gonzalez, Jr., Dewesha 
Hemphill, Victor Hernandez, 
J'Markus Hodge, Jon Huvar, 
Kelsey Janow, Abraham Juarez, 
Tucker Korenek, Mackenzie 
Krpec, Shayla Kuykendall, Jorge 
Labrador, Kayla Machart, Angel 
Mason, Jerissa McAfee, Erin Mc- 
Connell, Ron McGrew, Jr., Yilan 
Molina, Brittany Moore, Elsie 
Negrete, Kayleigh Pausewang, 
Ashley Rodriguez, Yamelex Rodri- 
guez, Luz Saenz, Everett Shimek, 
Kimberly Sommer, Brandon Sosa, 
Laura Taylor, Mallory Thomas, 
Taylor Thomas, Toni Tyler, Sa- 
vannah Vasquez, Veronica Vega, 
Mackenzie Wiese, Craig Wilson, 
II, Dalia Zapata. 

Eighth grade: Miranda Alva- 
rado, Melissa Beck, Jasia Cantu, 
Luther Cole, Jr., Carla Diaz, 
Jacob Drlik, Alejandra Garcia, 
Emily Garza, Ana Herrera, Ariel 
Holm, Kayla Hurd, Jameka John- 
son, Jordan Johnson, Zachariah 
Labay, Gerardo Martinez, Turner 
Mattoon, Hunter Pakebusch, 
Lesley Reyes, Tesla Reyes, Troy 
Richardson, Isaac Ruiz, Victoria 
Serna, Brandon Teague, Shian 
Waddell. 

Garwood School 
Kindergarten: Naseem Glov- 

er, Precious Glover, KeyJuan 
Hicks, Daishauna Johnson, Edith 
Marin, Straton Pieprzyca, Taygon 
Peiprzyca, Torie Rutledge, Zane 
Zeinert. 

First grade: Steven Busta- 
mante, Angelia Castaneda, Jac- 
quelyn Ceballos, Annabelle Eng- 
strom, Julianne Howard, Jalayaha 
Johnson, Kayla Johnson, Shayla 
Johnson, Leroy Stavinoha III 

Second grade: Nayely Ague- 
ro, Sabrina Hernandez, Elizabeth 
Jeffery, Clarisa Juarez, Juan 
Luciano, Denise Perez, Leyva 
Rangel, Enrique Rodriguez, Jade 
Smith, Celebrity Toliver, Jessie 
Upson. 

Third grade: Richard Arm- 
strong, Carter Cook, Carlee Dop- 
slauf, Haylee Glaze, Macee Krpec, 
Marshall Krpec, Carson Mattoon, 
Madelyn Peacock, Leslie Pena, 
Armandina Rodgriguez, Seth 
Salinas, Shaelyn Schendel, Colby 
Wigginton, Garrison Zeinert. 

Fourth grade: Natalie Drlik, 
Mylik Edwards, Jason Glaze, 
Joe Nathan Johnson, Ta'Vion 
Johnson, Sophie Kelley, Kyle 
Korenek, Jasmine Smith, Amelia 
Stavinoha, La'Tavia Vuma, Zach- 
ary Wigginton. 

Fifth grade: Reagan Dopslauf, 
Braden Faas, Mikayla Hildebrand, 
Allen Jeffery, Dontavius Johnson, 
Kevin Krpec, Heather Leal, Lesly 
Olvera, Mario Rodriguez. 

Sixth Grade: John Brown, 
Ty'Rell Carter, Ashley Cook, 
Ernest Fields HI, Emma Kelley, 
Cameron Marsalia, Keiona Rob- 
inson, Yamiled Rodriguez, Carlee 
Vandermark. 

Sheridan School 
Pre-K: Alexis Aguero, Juan 

Avila, Felipe Cardoza, Raul Gar- 
cia, Jr., Abagail Goins, Aziel 
Gonzalez, Marina Hernandez, 
Princesa Torrers, Treasure Up- 
son, Skylar Williams. 

Kindergarten: Corbyn Cleve- 
land, Juan Herrera, Jr., Jade 
Odefey, Gabriella Perez. 

First grade: Perla Avila, Juan 
Hernandez, Jr., Clayton Nunnelly, 
Aaron Querner. 

Second grade: Cody Bujnoch, 
Arlan Querner, Devyn Shorter, 
Jazmyn Shorter, Morgan Will- 
bern. 

Third grade: John Mendoza, 
Justin Mendoza, Brynn Munoz, 
Preston Orsak. 

Fourth grade: Rudy Anzald- 
ua, Jr., William Dugger, Kaylob 
Goins, Emily Kelly, John Rob- 
inson, Ashley Rollins, Kaitlyn 
Willbern. 

Fifth grade: Levi Botard, 
Guadalupe Hernandez, Ashlin 
Linnemier, Brandon Rodriguez. 

Sixth grade: Debra Arre- 
dondo, Veronica Chavez, Mikenna 
Gabler, Skila Goins, Dakota Ka- 
zmir, Jeffrey Mendoza, Jr., Aaron 
Rondeau-LaBarge, Alyssa Taylor, 
Miranda Waddell, Lenora Wil- 
liamson. 

Sales Tax Payments Up 13 Percent In Dec. 
Sales tax payments to the city 

of Eagle Lake in December were 
$14,886, an increase of 13.17 per- 
cent from last December, figures 
from the state show. 

For the year payments total 
$188,458, a decrease of 3.94 per- 
cent. 

For December in Colorado 
County, payments totaled $65,717, 
a decrease of 12.64 percent. 

For the year in Colorado Coun- 
ty, payments totaled $1,172,188, an 
increase of 25.66 percent. 

For December in Fayette 
County, payments totaled $97,100, 
a decrease of 3.71 percent. 

For the year in Fayette Coun- 
ty, payments totaled $1,171,019, a 
decrease of 1.55 percent. 

November state sales tax col- 
lections and December sales tax 
allocations to local governments 
represent sales that occurred in 
October. 

Checks sent to area cities, 
with changes from last year, are 
as follows: 

-Columbus-$75,917, down 4.68 
percent; for the year, $1,102,428, 
up 4.57 percent. 

-Weimar-$23,683, down 8.04 
percent; for the year, $320,015, 
down 1.17 percent. 

~Schulenburg-$49,970, down 
6.39 percent; for the year, $596,173, 
up .53 percent. 

-La Grange-$124,863, up 7.46 
percent; for the year, $1,410,368, 
down 5.21 percent. 

-Flatonia-$14,431, up 2.54 
percent; for the year, $188,481, up 
2.20 percent. 

-Hallettsville-$77,840, down 
.41 percent; for the year, $898,883, 
up .45 percent. 

Texas Comptroller Susan 
Combs said the state collected 
$1.70 billion in sales tax in Novem- 
ber, down 14.4 percent compared 
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to November 2008. 
"Sales tax collections, declin- 

ing since February 2009, contin- 
ued to be weak in November," 
Combs said. "Compared to a year 
ago, sales tax collections were 
down across all major sectors 
of the Texas economy, including 
oil and natural gas production, 
construction, manufacturing and 
retail trade." 

The Comptroller sent cities, 
counties, special purpose districts 
and transit systems $417.1 million 
in December sales tax allocations, 
down 14.6 percent compared to 
last December. The final sales 
tax allocation of 2009 brings local 
sales tax revenue for the year to 
$5.6 billion, 5.1 percent less than 
in 2008. 

Combs sent Texas cities De- 
cember sales tax allocations of 
$279.6 million, down 14.9 percent 
compared to December 2008. 
Counties' December sales tax 
allocations totaled $24.6 million, 
down 20.2 percent compared to 
December 2008. 

Ten local transit systems 
received December sales tax al- 
locations of $96.5 million, a 12.1 
percent decline compared to De- 
cember 2008. December sales tax 
allocations of $16.3 million went 
to 163 special purpose taxing dis- 
tricts, a decrease of 15.4 percent 
compared to last December. 

For details of December sales 
tax payments to individual cities, 
counties, transit systems and 
special purpose districts, locate 
the Monthly Sales and Use Tax 
Allocation Comparison Summary 
Reports on the Comptroller's Web 
site at www.window.state.tx.us/ 
tax-info/allocsum/comsum.html. 

The next local sales tax al- 
location will be made on Friday, 
Jan.8. 
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